THE DARK AGES IN ENGLAND
where the main Danish host was concentrated in the south,
which was Chippenham. The two forces met in the neighbour-
hood of the village of Eddington, near Westbury. The actual
battlefield was probably on the- downs above. Alfred gained a
complete victory and drove the Danish host and Guthrum into
Chippenham, where they entrenched themselves; but after a
fortnight's siege they surrendered, and the great mark of their
surrender was that Alfred insisted upon Guthrum's being
baptized and accepting the Catholic Faith. This was another
way of saying that he compelled Guthrum and the leaders to
accept civilization, so that in future they would be merged with
the general life of England and no longer act as destroyers.
This treaty, following on the battle of Eddington, was known as
the Treaty of Wedmore, and was the turning-point in the story
of the Danish invasions. They continue to be violent and
destructive, but they are no longer mortal; for the Danes
became more and more penetrated with our civilization. By
the Treaty of Wedmore the Danes of the North and Mid-
lands promised to remain on the far side of a line drawn
east of London upon the river Lea and then along the Watling
Street, the part beyond being called the Danelaw. In this part
the Danes had their chief strongholds, in what were called the
"Five Boroughs"—Lincoln, Derby, Nottingham, Leicester, and
Stamford.
Feudalism. At this point, the beginning of Alfred's
recovery of England, we must note the state into which society
had grown over all Western Europe. It was a condition which
we now call feudalism, and that social condition ruled hence-
forward for hundreds of years. In the old time of the united
Roman Empire, when there were no local kings, but only one
central government in Rome, much the most of the land in the
Christian West—that is, in the valley of the Rhine, England,
France, Spain, and Italy—was held in large estates. Each
corresponded more or less to a village territory. Each of these
estates would belong to a lord, and was cultivated by his slaves.
But, though there was a large class of lords who only had one
village, many of them had several villages, and some of them
had a very large number of villages scattered up and down the
place. Those who held in their hands the lordships of a great
many villages were naturally far richer and more important than
the rest. They were the greater lords, or magnates.

